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ABSTRACT

This book presents to linguists, literary scholars and historians of culture an important
newly discovered seventeenth-century manuscript preserved in the Lovech Regional
Historical Museum. The manuscript, which was assigned the name ‘Lovech Damaskin’,
belongs to the third group of Early Modern damaskins according to E. I. Demina’s
classification of Bulgarian sixteenth- and seventeenth-century damaskins. ‘Damaskins’ are
handwritten collections of saints’ lives and other writings for spiritual and moral edification,
which were popular with Bulgarians from the end of the sixteenth until the first third of the
nineteenth century. The term ‘damaskin’ derives from the name of the sixteenth-century
Greek clerical author Damaskénods Stoudit€s, who printed his famous collection entitled
Onoaupdg ‘Treasure’ consisting of thirty-six such texts compiled in vernacular Greek in
Venice in 1557-1558.
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No Early Modern Bulgarian damaskin of the third group has been published
previously. The Lovech Damaskin data overturn the received views on seventeenth-century
Bulgarian culture.

The centrepiece of the book is a diplomatic edition of the manuscript accompanied by
a complete glossary and two analytical chapters. The authors demonstrate that the Lovech
Damaskin is the best available manuscript copy of the first book to be written in Modern
Bulgarian vernacular. In terms of its orthography the damaskin adheres to the norms
introduced in the fourteenth century by Euthymius, Patriarch of Turnovo, and further
developed within the framework of the Resava Literary School. The vernacular represented in
the damaskin can be localised in the Balkan highlands of Troyan (Central Bulgaria).

The first Early Modern Bulgarian book was the oeuvre of (an) anonymous, artistically
gifted cleric(s) in a cultural centre of uncertain whereabouts whose production was
characterized by the adverb of time togiva ‘then’. O. Mladenova and B. Velcheva discuss the
literary output and linguistic features of this cultural centre in contrast with those of the other,
more recent seventeenth-century cultural centres: those in which the adverb of time was
togazi or togizi, respectively.

The first Bulgarian book in the vernacular appeared in response to a deep anxiety in
Bulgarian society provoked by strenuous living conditions, widespread epidemics, prolonged
periods of civil turmoil and mounting social, demographic and political crises. It consists of
seven literary works with a focus on eschatology and religious morality: On Last Judgement
by Damaskénos Stoudités (sheets 1r—41v), a florilegium of selected pithy sayings (sheets 42r—
45r), an interpretation of Matthew 10: 36 (sheet 45v), On Repentance, an intensely poetic
sermon attributed to John Chrysostom (sheets 46r-57v), a praise of good and quiet women
(sheet 58v), an anonymous apocryph about Apostle Paul’s vision of heaven and hell (sheets
59r-84v), and, finally, a sermon against excessive drinking (sheets 85r-87v). All these
writings have versions in the archaic literary language; however, the texts represented in the
Lovech Damaskin are not their accurate renditions in the vernacular but exquisite re-
narrations featuring additional details and embellishments.

The analysis of the Lovech Damaskin shows Bulgarian seventeenth-century culture as
one maintaining a delicate balance between tradition and innovation.
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PE3IOME

Knwurara npeacrasst HOBOOTKpuTus pbkonuc ot XVII Bek — JIoBemku 1aMackus, MoIy4ns
HMMETO CH I10 XPaHWIHILETO, KBAETO Ce Na3u — PErnoOHaIIHUS UCTOPUYECKU MY3€H B Ipaj
JloBeu. Hanncan € OT HEM3BECTHU KHUKOBHUIIM C MHOT'O CXOJHH XapaKTepHU Kaaurpapcku
ITOYEpLH, KOUTO HATOMHSAT 33 MUCMOTO, ITO3HATO OT PBKOIHUCH, CBBP3BaHU C JIEJIOTO Ha
BugHUTE KHIDKOBHUIM OoT X VII Bek ABpam Jlumutpuesud u Kpwetio 'pamatuk. Ha
OlIeJTIENIUTE A0 Hallle Bpeme 87 JUcTa HaMHupame MPOU3BEICHHs, KOUTO 0OSCHABAT SPKO U
JKUBOIIMCHO KaKBO HY YaKa B OTBBJIHHUS CBST, U3J1araT XpUCTUSHCKUATE MIPEACTABY 3a

Onra Mnaaenosa, bopsina BenueBa



S5'RAwW e-cnucanue B 061aCTTa HA XyMaHUTAPUCTHKATA
X-XX B.r1ox. 11, 2014, 6poii 4; ISSN 1314-9067

IpexoBeTe U 100POJEeTENNTE, 32 CTPALIHHS ChJI U BTOPOTO MPUIIECTBUE, U U3THKBAT
IIOKasHUETO KaTo CPeACTBO Aa n3bernem ruesa boxxu. Tesu npoussenenus (3a émopo npu-
wecmeue ot amackun Ctynur, Peuu uzdbpanu Ha OpesHu mvoice, 3a nokasuue 0yuleHo,
npunucBano Ha Moan 3naroycr, 3a dobpume u mvauanugu sxcenu, Budenue Iaenoso u
lloyuenue npomus nusncmeomo) ca U3BECTHU U OT JIPYTH, OOMKHOBEHO J0CTa MO-KbCHU U
4ecTo He Thi KauecTBeHHU npenucu. [1o Ta3u nmpuunHa B ObarapckaTa Hayka Jocera He UM e
O0u10 OOpPBIIAHO HYKHOTO BHUMAaHKE U TAXHOTO 3HaYEHUE 3a Objarapckara KyjiaTypa € 6mio
noAueHsBaHo. Hannunero Ha TekcTa Ha MPOU3BEICHUATA B TO3U PAHEH IIPEMUC MO3BOJISIBA Aa
CE HaIpaBsAT JOCTOBEPHU M3BOJAM 3a €3MKa Ha Ch3JaTeNsl WM Ch31aTEIINTE UM, KOWTO
oTpa3siBa OBJITapCKH TOBOP, pa3noyiokeH Mexay JIlykoBuT u TposiH B Cpeana Crapa miiaHuHa.
Hemo noseue, OTKpuBaHETO Ha T€3U NPOU3BEIEeHUS B JIOBEMIKUS JaMAaCKUH PaJAUKAIHO
IIPOMEHS BB3IJIEIUTE HU 3a 3apa)</1aHeTo Ha ObJrapckara KHHKHUHA Ha HApOJEH €3MK,
ChCPEIOTOUYABA U3CIIEI0OBATEIICKHS HHTEPEC BbPXY KHUKOBHOTO CPENIUILE, KBJIETO CE Ch3/1aBa
1 OT KOETO Ce pa3MpOoCTpaHsIBa TO3H MOMYJISPEH €CXaToJI0rH4eH COOPHUK — IIbpBaTa KHHTA,
HamucaHa Ha e3UK, pa30upaeM 3a HeoOpa3oBaHUTE OBITApH, OCBETIISIBA 10 HOB HAYMH
B3aMMO/ICHCTBUATA HAa TOBA CPEIUIIE C IPYTUTE JABE OBIrapcKu KHUKOBHH CpENIUIIIa,
OTIOBOPHM 32 Ch3/I1aBAHETO HA YeTHBa Ha HOBOOBJrapcku e3uk npe3 XVII sek. Llentpanno
MSICTO B KHUTaTa 3aeMaT U3AaHueTo Ha JIOBEeIKUs JaMacKUH U ChIIPOBOXKAALIUAT IO ITbJIEH
JIEKCHKAJIEH HHJIEKC Ha YIIOTPEOCHUTE B HETO CIOBO(POPMH.

Kawnrara e npenHa3HaueHa 3a MUAPOK KPBI' OT CICIHAIUCTH — (DUII0JIO03H, TMHTBUCTH,
UCTOpULIM Ha ObJIrapcKara JIUTepaTypa v Ha ObJIrapcKus €3uK, U3Cie0BaTelH Ha
apxeorpadusTa u kamwkauHaTa oT X VII Bek.
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