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The Names of the Five Capitals of Tsar Samuil’s State

Abstract: After large parts of eastern Bulgaria were annexed by the Byzantine Empire in 971,
the Bulgarians in the unconquered territories united and founded their own state, named
Western Bulgarian Empire, under the rule of Tsar Samuil. As the new state was constantly at
war with Byzantium, the capital had to be moved several times, from Sofia to VVoden, to
Meglen (Maglen), Prespa and Ohrid. This paper studies the names of the five capitals. As
Voden (related to water), Meglen (related to fog) and Prespa (snow drift) have a transparent
origin, the author discusses in more details the existing theories regarding the etymology of
the names of the cities of Sofia and Ohrid.
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(ITnoBnuB, brirapust)

HNmenara Ha nerre croaunu Ha nap CamyujioBara qbp:kaBa

[Ipe3 971 ronuna N3touna bearapusi, B UMUTO TIpeieu BIU3aT: reorpadckara o0mact
Musus cbve cronuua Benuku Ipecnas, Ceepna Tpakus ¢ uenrsp [Inosaus n
UepHOMOPCKOTO KpailOpexue, € mpucheAnHeHa KbM Buzantuiickata umnepus. boirapure,
KOHUTO HACENIBAT HEMIOKOPEHUTE U HE3aBOIOBAHU 3€MH, C€ OOEAMHSABAT U Ch3aBaT CBOS
coOCTBeHa JIbprKaBa Mo 1 MeTo 3armaIHo0BITapcko mapcteo (punos 1871: 388-438;
WBanoB 1986:75). B Hero Bne3nu BbTPEIIHUTE YacTy Ha baakaHCKUS MOIyoCcTpoB: obiacTra
Makenonus, Anbanusi, CeBepen Enup, CeBepna Tecanusi, MopaBckaTa JT07I1MHA, OKOJTHOCTUTE
Ha Bugun u Codust (Mpeuek 1886: 244).

3a cronuia Ha 3amaHOOBJITaPCKOTO IAPCTBO MbPBOHAYATHO € N30paH rpax Cpenerr-
Codus, kpaero or CunmcTpa € nmpemMecTeH narpuapueckusT npecroi. Ciex karo Camyu e
OTJIaBUJI 3armaIHOOBJITAPCKOTO 1IAPCTBO, TOW BOJM HEMPEKHCHATH BOWHU ¢ BuzanTus u
Mopajiv Ta3u MpUYUHA C€ € HaJIarajo CTOJIMLATA Jja ce mpeMecTu nocienosarenno oT Copus
BBB Bonen, B Mbriien (Merien), B [Ipecnia u Hakpas B Oxpu.

B ncroprueckute u3Bopu HAMa KOHKPETHU CBEJEHMS 3a TOBA JallU CTaBa Jyma 3a
IIPEMECTBAHE CaMO Ha NaTpHapIIECKHs MPECTON WK 3a cronunuTe Ha nap CamyninoBara
JbpPKaBa.

HmenaTa Ha Te3u NET CTOJIMLHU Ha 3anagHOOBJIrapCcKOTO HAPCTBO 111 ObaaT
AHAJIM3HUPAHU B CJIEABAIIOTO U3JI0KECHHE.
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Cpenen — Codust — ‘mme Ha Tpaj B IeHTpaiHaTa yacT Ha [IppBara Obiarapcka qppxana’

Haii-craporo ume Ha rpajga — Cepivka € CTapoTpakHiiCKo, CMsITa CE, Y€ CEJIUIIETO €
HA30BaHO 110 MMETO Ha JIPEBHOTO TUIEME Cepr. 3a 3HAYCHUETO Ha KopeHa *serd- ca u3kazanu
pa3uu MHeHusI. To3u KOpeH ce cBbp3Ba ChC CAHCKPUTCKOTO ¢ardas u nemckoto Herd ‘crano’,
Karto ce uMa npeasun, ye B Coduiickoro mose e umano 100pe pa3BUTO OBLEBBACTBO U
paiioHbT € OWIJI U3BECTEH C MPOU3BOJCTBOTO Ha cupene u u3Bapa (Miagenos 1992: 185-186).

CrIiecTBYBa M IpyTro TBBPJACHHUE, CHIIIACHO KOETO MMETO Ha IJIEMETO CEepIIH Ce
cBbp3Ba ¢ kopen *k’erdh-, apm. sert ‘ymopur, ycToiuus’.

Hpyro npeanonoxenue u3kazpa B. Tomarek, criopes Hero UMETo Ha IJIEMETO
,,cepan” 6u moruio 1a ce usBeze ot kop. *k’dh- (?), apm. sert (?) u Torasa ToBa ume Ou
o3HayaBaso ‘ynoput-u’ (uuT. mo Miagenos 1992: 186). Ct. MitageHoB cMsiTa 3a 1o-
BEPOSITHO ITBPBOTO TBBPJCHHUE, Thil KaTo OT Kop. *K’erd- cinen acubuamus Ha *K>*s ce
u3Bexaa *serd-, *srd (c HyJeB BOKaJIU3bM), KOMTO € B ¢TO. cphAblLE, apM. Sirt (B sate m-
e3unuTe), a Kop. *serd- (c e-Bokasu3bpM) Upe3 Merare3a MUHaBa B *Sréd , KoiTo e B cT0. cpkpa
(BEP VII: 680-681).

Or ue. xop.*k(")erdh- ce uzBexna cto. vpaa cpemty rp. fPovkoriov, Tpofatov
‘crano, 1ooutsk’ (Ct6. peun. |1, 2009: 1206; Mnazxenos 1941: 690).

JpeBHoTo HazBanue Cep/uKa € aIanTHPAHO U YCBOCHO OT CIIAaBIHCKOTO HACEICHUE
kato GpkAeuk, e MeTares3a Ha rpymnara ep>pk, KaTo ce cONMkaBa 1o HapoJHa €TUMOJIOTUS
BEPOSITHO ChC CTO. cpkaa ‘cpena, IEHTHD .

Busantuiinure otoensnzpat Gokaeus ¢ popmara Triaditza ot mppBonavanHo Striaditza
(S ce BB3MpHEMa KaTo YacT OT Hpejiora €i¢ ‘B’).

[To-xbcHO Gypkaeuhk € 3aMEHEHO OT UMETO Ha TojsiMaTa IrbpkBa ,,Ceera Codus’”,
KOSITO C€ U3JIUTa Ha Hail-BUCOKOTO MACTO B rpaja. CenuiHOTO UMe Ha Tpaja ce € YTBHPAUIIO
0e3 MmpuIaraTeiHoTo ,,cBETa”, MaKap 4e y APyrd HapoH MpHUiIaraTeHoTo Saint, santa Biusa
MHOT0 4€CTO B ChcTaBa Ha reorpadcku HasBanus (MmageHos 1992: 185-186).

Bonen — ‘ume Ha rpaza B FOrozanagna Makenonus (cera B ['bpriust)’

[Ipuero e na ce TBBPAM, Y€ TPAABT € HAPEUCH Taka 10 UMETO Ha pekaTta Boma, ot cT0.
npuiarateaHo rRopAkik (Mitagenos 1992: 186). UnTepecHo e, 4e cTapoTo TpaKuiCKO UMe Ha
rpaaa ¢ Edessa, ot u.e. *uedes-j@ ‘BojieH’, Taka € HAITBJIHO BH3MOXHO OOSICHEHHETO Ha
umeTo Boyen kato mpeBoj Ha Tpak. Edessa (I'eoprues 1958: 133). KbM T031 KOpeH ce
oTHacs u cenuinHoTo uMe OdEssos, cera rpan BapHa.

Mwsriien, MerieHn — ‘ume Ha CpeTHOBEKOBHA OBbJTapcka KpernocT 1 Ha obmact B FOxxHa
MaxkengoHust’

CenumHoTO MMe MBIJIEH € IpUlaraTeTHO UMe OT KOpeHa Ha CTO. TyMa MhIaq,
npciaas. *megla, nuan. meria. CT0. Msrasns € HACJICICHO OT JHall. METJICH ‘MME Ha FOXKEH
BaThp’ (3aumoB 1967: 207; BEP I11, 706; BEP 1V, 369-370).

[Ipecna — ‘ume Ha 0OsIacT U KOTIOBUHA B paiiona Ha [IpecnaHckuTe e3epa; uMe Ha
CpPEIHOBEKOBHA KPEMOCT Ha OCTPOB AXM’

Ob6nactra B paitona Ha [Ipecnanckure e3epa ce Aenu Ha aBe 4acTu — ['onsama u Marnka
[Ipecna.

HMeTo eTUMONIOTHYECKH CE CBBP3Ba ChC CTO. CHIIECTBUTEIHO *ngrk-ckna, Mpacias.

*per-sppa: mpsicria u mpecra ‘HaBesiH, HaTpynaH ab100k cHsr . [Ipacn. *per-swpa e
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OTIJIAr0JIHO UME OT *per-su(p)ti, *per-stipa, KOeTo € CBbP3aHO upe3 peayBane *u:*i ¢ *per-
sypati, cpB. pacwinaTn B Man. xp. (MBanos 1910: 55-80; Muagenos 1941: 534; BEP V, 840;
VI: 680-683).

Oxpua — ‘ume Ha rpaj B FOrozanagna Makenonus’

Nmeto Ha makenoHCKus rpag OXpHl, KOMTO cTaBa IEHTHP HAa KHIKOBHA IIKOJIA TI0
Bpeme Ha [IbpBOTO OBATapCKO APCTBO, € IPEAMET Ha MHOTO criopoBe. OnuTtuTe 3a
00sICHEHHE Ha TOBA CEJIMIIHO UME Ca MOPOAWIH PA3IMYHH TBBPICHHUS, HIKOH OT KOUTO
B3aMMHO C€ M3KJII0UBaT. TyK HE € He0OXOAMMO U HE € BB3MOXKHO Ja C€ MPOCIEIAT BCUUKH
ChIIECTBYBAIIY XUIoTe3u. OOIIo Te MOraT /1a ce OOCJUHAT B IBE€ OCHOBHHU I'PYIIH: B ITbPBaTa
Ce OTCTOSIBA TBBPJCHHUETO 33 MPOM3X0/1a Ha CEUITHOTO UME OT aHTHYHOTO HAa3BaHUE Ha
OxpuzackoTo e3epo — JIuxuuna, a BbB BTOPOTO ce MOAIbpKa MHEHUETO, 4e umeTo OXpup e
00pa3yBaHO OT KOpeHa Ha CJIABSHCKOTO CBHIIECTBUTEIHO XPUI ‘BUCOUYHMHA, BE3BHUILCHHE .

[TepBu B. Tomariek ce Bb3M0JI3Ba OT UEsITa 32 BPb3Ka HA aHTHYHOTO uMe Lichnis,
-1doSc 3BECTHOTO OT BU3aHTHUHCKUTE U3BOpH nme Achris, -dos. I[To-HaTaThIIHO pa3BUTHE
Ta3u ujes N0IyYaBa B HAYYHHTE ThpceHus Ha npod. Mopnan Meanos (1925), T4 ce moakpens
ot ipo(. Crehan Mimanenos (MmanernoB 1992: 182), a B mociieqHo Bpeme 1 OT boiika
MupueBa (Mupuesa 2006: 457-462; 2010: 141-159).

Crnopen Ts1x, antuaroTo Lichnid-a ce Bumonsmens B *Lychrida, *Luchrida upes
MOCPEAHNYECTBO Ha aJI0AHCKHS €3UK (KOHKPETHO HA HErOBHS TOCKUIICKH AUAJIEKT) C MIPEX0a
n>r, a B pe3yarat Ha nucuMmiaiys ce noinyuasat Gopmure *Nychrida, *Nuchrida, npu kouto
N ce BB3MpHEMa KaTo YacT OT TPBIUKUS mpeasior £v ‘B’. OcraBa HEsICEH MPEXOIbT Ha HAYAITHO
nso.

Hait-nanpen npo¢. JI. Munerna (Munernu 1926: 142-146; 1935: 209, 258) npeiara
CIIaBSIHCKA €TUMOJIOTHS Ha MMeTo OXpHUJI, KaTo ro pa3wieHsBa Ha 0- ‘OKOJIO’ U XPHUJ ‘XBJIM,
Bb3BHIIeHHE . HavanHo a- B rp. Achida_3akoHOMepHO ce mpeaBa ChC CIaBsHCKO 0- (Bk. BEP
IV, 529). Ta3zu cnaBsHcka eTuMosiorusi ce nojakpers ot pod. Ct. Pomancku (Pomancku
1929: 71-76) u ot npod. UB. Aypunanos (dypunanos 1959: 539-542). Ilogo6HM THIKYBaHUS
Ce 3aCThIIBAT U OT Apyru aBTopu (Bxk. ypunanos 1959: 541).

Hsikon n3cnenoBarenu ca CKIIOHHU 1a MUCIIAT, Y€ CIaBsIHCKAaTa €TUMOJIOTHS Ha
cenuIIHOTO nMe OXpHJT HATOMHS HSKOH OT CHINECTBYBAIINUTE HAPOIHH €THMOJIOTHH (BXK.
Mnaneno 1992: 187), a umeHHO:

a) criopel HapoTHO MpEeIaHne: YK Korato ce crposuia OXpuackaTa KpenocT
umnepatop KOctuHnaH, Bb3XUTEH OT HEHHOTO MPEKPACHO MECTOIOIOKEHHE, BH3KIMKHA:
,»Ox, pun!, 1.e. Ox, kakbB xy0aB pun!” (Illummanos 1893: 579);

6) umero Oxpuj € moJaydeHo oT npsikopute Mokpoc, MokpaH, AaJieHH Ha 11ap
Camymi1, KOMTO 1O MPOU3X0/ OMII OT cTap MepCUiicku poa — ,,MOKpsIH”, YHUTO MpeaAnr OuIn
3aceneHu B paitona Ha Oxpu, cps. npexoga Mokhran>Mohrid>Ohrid(mur. mo MBanoB 1925:
56);

B) uMeTo OXpHJI IO BCsAKa BEPOSITHOCT € CBBP3aHO C MpaldbirapckaTa JyMa OKXpo
‘371aT0’, OTKBAETO U ‘3JIaTeH, cusien] Kato 3;1ato rpaa’ (JJoopes 1995: 154-155).

U Taka oT nMeHarta Ha neTTe cToinMuM Ha nap CaMmyunioBaTa IbpKaBa TpU ca
CIaBSIHCKH 110 mpou3xoa: Boaen, Mbrien (Merien) u [pecna.

Crapoto Tpakuiicko ume Cepanka € aanTupaHo 1 ycBoeHo kaTo Cpejier, BEposSTHO
cOmKeHo cbe cTO. TyMa cprkpa ‘cpeaa, IeHThp .

Cakpannoro ume Csera Codus ¢ ot rp. HagiaSophia‘csera mpapoct’.

Etumonorusita Ha cenuuHoTo uMe OXpuj € CropHa.
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