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The Catholic Church in Bulgaria and the Cold War.
The Fates of Evgeniy Bosilkov and Sergey Antonov by Hristo Tutunarov

Hristo Tutunarov’s book The Catholic Church in Bulgaria and the Cold War is a
monumental study that transcends the genre of the historical essay. The author not only reveals
the complex relations between the Church and the state during the totalitarian regime, but also
interweaves the great history with the personal lives of two Bulgarians, victims of the Cold War
between the East and the West.

Tutunarov immerses us in the details of the political and religious climate in Bulgaria
after World War 11. He describes how the new communist regime sought to impose total control
over all aspects of public life, including religious institutions. The Catholic Church came under
attack, priests were arrested and repressed, and believers were forced to hide their faith.

The author has conducted extensive research into archival material, including State
Security files, church documents, personal letters and testimonies. This rich source base has
allowed him to present not only the facts but also the emotions experienced by Evgeniy
Bosilkov and Sergey Antonov.

The book is not just a dry statement of historical facts. Tutunarov has a gift of telling
stories in an engaging way, turning historical material into a fascinating read. Through
masterful narration, he transports us to the past, allowing us to experience the atmosphere of
the post-World War Il era and to empathize with the suffering of the protagonists.

Through the stories of Bishop Evgeniy Bosilkov and Sergey Antonov, the author shows
us two different faces of repression. Bishop Bosilkov was arrested and sentenced to death for
subversive activities, while Sergey Antonov was the real victim of the attack on the Pope in
Rome. Absolutely innocent, he was accused of taking part in this atrocity and spent more than
four years in Italian prison, emerging broken and mentally changed as a result of the torture to
which he was subjected.

The accounts of the protagonists’ fates are much more than biographical references.
They are emotionally evocative stories of human lives victimized by two different regimes
during the Cold War.

As the author himself says, the monograph is not meant to divide people and societies,
but quite the opposite: to show the face of geopolitical games in a wider spectrum.

Hristo Tutunarov’s monograph The Catholic Church in Bulgaria and the Cold War is
not only a valuable contribution to Bulgarian historiography but also an important testimony to
the experiences of the oppressed on both sides of the barricade during the Cold War and a vivid
example of how easily innocent people can become guilty in the war of ideas.
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Xpucro Tyrynapos. ,,Katosuuyeckara ubpksa B bbiarapust
u Crynenara BoiiHa. Cbaoure Ha EBrenuii bocuikos u Cepreii AHTOHOB*

Kuurata nHa Xpucro Tyrynapos ,,Katonuueckara nppkBa B beiarapus u Cryznenara
BOMHA® € MOHYMEHTAJHO H3CJIC[BAaHE, HAIXBBPJIAIIO PAMKUTE HAa HCTOPUYECKH OYEPK.
ABTOpPBT HE CaMO pa3KpHBa CII0)KHUTE B3aUMOOTHOLLIEHUS Mexny LIbpkBaTa 1 AbpkaBara 1o
BpEME Ha TOTAJMTApPHUS PEKUM, HO U MalCTOPCKU INPEIUINTA rojsiMaTa UCTOPUs C JIMYHUTE
UCTOpUH Ha JiBamMa Obarapw, )xepTBu Ha CTyneHaTa BoiiHa Mexy M3Toka u 3amaza.

TyryHapoB Hu moTrans B J€TaiUINTe HA IOJUTHYECKHUS W PEIMTHO3€H KIMMar B
boirapus cnen Bropara cBeToBHa BoitHA. Toil OnMcBa Kak HACTHIBAIIMAT KOMYHHUCTHYECKH
PEKUM ce CTPEMHU J]a HalI0KH TOTAJIEH KOHTPOJ HaJl BCUUKH aCHEKTH Ha OOILECTBEHUS KHUBOT,
BKJIFOYUTEIIHO U HAJl PEIIMTMO3HUTE MHCTUTYLMHU. KaToimueckara mppkBa € IOMJIOKEHA HA
aTaKy, CBEILEHULIUTE Ca ApECTYBAHU U PENPECUPAHHU, a BAPBALIUTE Ca NPUHYACHU A KPUAT
CBOsITa BApA.

ABTOPBT € U3BBPILWI 33bJI00UEHO IPOYUBAHE HA APXUBHU MaTepUaIIU, BKIIFOUUTEITHO
JocueTa oT [IbpkaBHa CUTYpPHOCT, ITBPKOBHH JOKYMEHTH, JINYHYU MMCMa U CBUJETENICTBA. Ta3u
6orara 6a3a OT M3TOYHHULIM MY IO3BOJISIBA Ja MPEJICTaBH HE caMO (pakTUTe, HO U EMOLMUTE
npexxuBenu ot EBrenuit bocunkos u Cepreit AHTOHOB.

KHurara He e mpocTo cyxo H3/okeHue Ha ucropudecku (aktu. TyryHapoB ymee na
pa3ka3Ba HCTOPHMM YBJIEKATEIHO, NMPEBPBUIANKA HMCTOPUYECKHS MaTepHall B 3aBJIaJsBAILO
4eTUBO. Ype3 MaliCTOPCKO NTOBECTBOBAHUE TOM HU IIPEHACA B MUHAJIOTO, IIO3BOJISABANKY HU J1a
ce JOKOCHeM JI0 atMocdepara Ha ernoxara ciel Bropata cBeToBHa BOlfHA U J]a ChIIPEKUBEEM
CTpaJlaHusITa Ha TePOUTE B MOHOTpadusra.

Upes uctopuute Ha enuckon Eprenuit bocunkos u Cepreli AHTOHOB aBTOPBHT HU IO-
Ka3Ba JIBETE Pa3jIW4HM JMLa Ha pernpecusara. Enuckon BoCHIIKOB € apecTyBaH U OCBACH Ha
CMBPT 32 aHTUAbpKaBHa JIeiHOCT, a Cepreli AHTOHOB € HCTUHCKATa KEpTBa OT aTeHTaTa cpe-
my [Tanara B Pum. AGcot0THO HEBHHEH TOI O6¢ 0OBHHEH 3a yyacTHe B TOBa 3JI0JIesTHUE U Tpe-
Kapa [oBeue OT YETUPU F'OIMHU B UTAJIMAHCKU apecT, OTKBAETO M3JIM3a CMa3aH U npeolOpa3eH
IICUXUYECKHU CIIE] U3TE3aHUATA.

Pa3ka3zute 3a bocmikoB 1 AHTOHOB He ca Tpocto Ouorpaduunm crpaBku. Te ca emo-
[IUOHAIHO BB3/ICHCTBAIM UCTOPUH 32 YOBEIIKUTE CHIOM, MOAJIO0KEHU HAa TOHEHHUs OT JBaTa
pas3Iu4Hu CTpos o Bpeme Ha CTyneHaTa BOWHa.

Kakrto aBTOpBT cam Ka3Ba, MOHOTpadusaTa HsMA 3a IIeT Jja pa3Jiess XxopaTa 1 o0IecT-
BaTa, a TOYHO OOPAaTHOTO: J]a MOKaXKe JTMIETO Ha TEONOIUTUYECKUTE UTPH B MO-IIHUPOK CHEKTHP.

Momnorpadusara Ha Xpucto Tyrynapos ,Karomuueckara ubpkBa B bbarapus u
Crynenara BoiiHa e He caMO LIEHEH MPUHOC KbM ObJIrapckaTta uctopuorpadus, HoO U BaXXKHO
CBUJIETEJICTBO 32 IIPEXKUBSABAHUATA HA PENPECUPAHNTE 110 BpeMe Ha CTyieHaTta BOiHa OT JIBETE
CTpaHU Ha OapuKkajaTa U spbK IpUMEp Kak JIECHO HEBUHHUTE MOraT Jja CTaHAT BUHOBHU BbB
BOMHATa HA UJCOJIOTUU U ITOJTUTUYECKU BB3TIIEAN.
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