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Abstract: This study examines Georgi Tsankov’s Literary Horizons as a distinctive form of
essayistic literary criticism that combines erudite overview with a strongly personal mode of
engagement. Focusing on Tsankov’s ability to render both author and book immediately
perceptible within a limited textual space, the analysis explores how his critical practice departs
from conventional survey writing by avoiding plot summary and biographical anecdote in
favour of contouring aesthetic value through comparison, analogy, and contrast. Particular
attention is paid to the emergence of a secondary narrative line within the essays — composed
of reflective and often lyrical digressions — which gradually constructs a portrait of the critic
himself as a sensitive and deeply involved reader. The article argues that this subjective
presence does not undermine critical validity but rather functions as a substitute for the
diminished role of operative literary criticism today, transforming review writing into a hybrid
form situated between criticism and essay. In this sense, Tsankov’s texts are interpreted as an
example of a broader symbiosis between scholarly insight and literary expression, where lived
experience and intellectual judgement converge to produce a recognisable and enduring critical
stance.

Cumeon SlueB
(bearapus, Codust)

JlureparypHure kpbro3opu Ha I'eopru l{lankos

Hamupawm ce He npen ,,pomaH-peKa‘’ U He Ipej MOpe, B KOETO €€ BIIMBAT BCUYKH PEKH,
HUTO JIOpU TpeJa OKeaH, 3a HEOOSATHOCTTa Ha KOWTO HsIMaM EKBHBAJICHT 3a CpPaBHEHHE.
»Kpbrozopure* Ha I'eopru L{aHkoB ca kaTo 3Be3/1HO HEOE, KOETO € HEBB3MOXKHO J1a c€ 00XBaHe
C €JIMH IOTJIeNl, HO 3aTOBa IIbK T€ PajiBa C BCSAKA OTJENIHA CBOS 3BE3/MIa, (B HALIMS ciaydai
aBTOp U KHUTa) KOSITO € NOr'bJIHAJIA MOrJIe/a TH.

Tyk craBa qyma 3a HEBEPOSITHO YMEHHUE J1a CE HAMIPABST 3pUMH — B PAMKUTE Ha HIKOJIKO
MUTa, I0-CKOPO Ha HAKOJKO pela — U aBTOPBT, U KHUTaTa My. He 3HaM KOJKO CTOTHUIIH, TO-
BEPOSITHO JI0 XMJIs/1a KHUTH, ca MOOpaal B CTPAHULIUTE CH ,,KPBro30pHUTe™, HO TBBPAS, Y€ ca
3pUMU; Y€ HE Ce CIIMBAT KaKTO OOMKHOBEHO Ce CIy4Ba B 110100HM nperienu. U ToBa e mbpBOTO,
KOETO crievesnBa yurtatensaT. be3 na paska3Ba crokeTw U 0e3 J1a TM pbCU C MUKAHTEPHH OT
KUBOTA Ha aBTOpa, ['eopru [{aHKOB ch3AaBa KOHTYp M Ha aBTOpa, U Ha KHHUrara. ChII0 Taka
NIECTEIMBO, W HAW-4eCcTO B CBIOCTAaBKa IO CXOJCTBO WJIM B pa3jIM4yMe, CE OMNPENeNs U
CTOWHOCTTA M.

KakBo noBede e Hy»XHO 3a eJuH 0030p?

KaxBo nmoBeue u KakBO MO-TOYHO OMX MOI'BJ J]a KaXka 3a epyAULIUATa, C KOATO Ce Cpe-
I1aMe B HOBHS TOM C KHWXKHM KpBro3opH. Ts e ToikoBa Oe3cropHa, KOJIKOTO M IOJie3Ha 3a
XO0pa, KOUTO KUBEST CpeJl KHUTUTE, U HE CaMO 3a TiX. T € ¥ MpuMep 3a €AHO TOJIsIMO IIPEIUM-
CTBO Ha KHIKHOTO TSUIO MpeJ yaoOCcTBaTa M MpeIuMCTBaTa Ha BIIACTBAILUS JTHEC UHTEPHET.
Yen 6s1x u mo3HABax, ako HE BCUYKH OT Imyosukaruute Ha ['eopru [lankoB, HO Bce mak nocra-
THYHO B MHTEPHETA, 3a JIa CU MUCJS, Y€ 3HaM KaKBO MOraT Jja MU IIPEAJIokKaT Te. A ce okasa,
ye He 3HaM. M3HeHaa Me ToBa — eceTara Mpejajarar u Hello Apyro, KOeTo ce ryoeuie B nepu-
OJIMYHUTE MyOIUKauu. B HHTEpHET mpocTpaHCTBOTO. 3HAK 3a Hero L{aHkoB € ocTaBuII O1Ie B
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CaMOTO Hayaji0 Ha KHHWTrara, HO, 3a Jla IO pa3dveTelll, TpsAOBa aa mpouerem moHe omie 5S0—60
ctpanuny. CtaBa BBIPOC 3a €AWH THIT JIUPUYHU, HO U HE BCSIKOTA JTUPUYHU OTKJIIOHCHHS, B
KOUTO TOH CsKall 3a0paBsi OCHOBHHUS MPEIMET Ha U3JI0KCHUETO CH M 3arOBOPBa CIIOMEHHO 3a
aBTOpa, 32 KHUTUTE MY, a 94eCTO U 3a cebe cu B 00I0TO UM BpeMe. ToBa ca Hall-4ecTo KpaTKu
dbparMeHTH, mpepacTBaly MOHIKOra B €MU30/Id, KOUTO B TOTOKA HA HH(OpMAIUATa 3a110uBaT
Jla ce€ OCh3HABAT KaTO pa3ka3 3a BpEMETO, HE BbB (DaKTOJIOTHATA, a B ChIIPEKUBIBAHETO, U KATO
YyoBeIKO OuTHe. J{a kaka HarmpaBo — KaTo Apyra HapaTWBHA JIMHUS, KBACTO HE (DAKTHUTE, a Chb-
MPEXKUBSIHOCTTA UM CTaBa OCHOBEH paKypc.

Cwmes 1a TBBpAS, Ta3u CTPAHUYHA, HO HE U CIIyYaifHa JIMHUS Ha KPBhro3opure, GopMupa
CIOJKET ChC CBOSI HHTPUTa, KOWTO € IIEHEH C TOBA, Y€ MOCTENEHHO U3rpak/ia KOHTYpa Ha aBTO-
POBHSI AYXOBEH 00pa3 B pa3IMuHUTE MY POJIU, MY KOUTO Hail-CUJTHA € Ta3U Ha BAbXHOBEHUS
OT CJIOBOTO LIEHUTEIL.

I'eopru L{lankoB nMa peakus qap Aa OTKPUBA KPACHBOTO M JOOPOTO M, ChIIPEIKUBIIBAHKHI
ro B IIbJIHA CTETICH, JIa TIPe/Iajie BHIHEHUETO CH U Ha yhTartesid. Toil mpaBu TOBa Taka BIbXHO-
BEHO, Ta CTaBa M3JIMIIHO JIa ThPCH OAJlaHCH U J1a CE 3aCTPaxoBa B KPUTHUYCCKA OOCKTHBHOCT.
HeroBaTta 00EKTUBHOCT € BB3XHIIEHUETO, 3a]] YUHUTO OJIaropojieH OISICHK Ce KpUe MpHUChaaTa
Ha OHOBA, KOETO HE € JIOCTOWHO 3a Hero. ETo Taka 4eTBBPTHLUMTE, HEBUIUMO U TIO-TOYHO JIe-
JUKATHO TIOKpail CBETOBETE HA KHUTHTE, C KOUTO HU MPUOOIIABAT, TOBOPSAT U 3a CBOSI aBTOP, 32
texHus [laHkoB, ch3marensaT uM. B eMH OT TAX ¢ mpeenHa iCHOTa TOM Ka3Ba TOBa, KOETO a3
ce onuTBaM Ja o0sicHs. ETo ro n3paseHo B eHa camo ¢pasa: ,,A3 ce U3MOBSIIBaM B TOBA, KOCTO
MUIIIA 32 KHUTUTE, KOUTO YeTa‘.

EnBa nmu 6m Moryo ja ce kaxe Hemo nmo-touHo. Penensuute Ha [{aHKOB ca manmed He
caMo CTaHAApTHUTE Mperiier Ha KHIDKHA MPOIYKIIHS, KAKBUTO ca 10 peJHa3HaYeHHe, HO ca
Y aBTOPCKH OTKPOBEHUS B CHIIO TaKa HECTAHIAPTEH KAaHPOB PETUCTHP, TO3W HA €CETO.

Tyk Bedue B KHHUTara, KOSTO TH € ChOpajia B TOAMHHUTE HA XaOC U BOWHH, MOXKEM Ja
BUJIUM, Y€ TE€3U YX MPETJIeaAr, UMEHHO OT JTUYHOCTHOTO NMPUCHCTBUE B TAX, CE MPEBPHIIAT B
0COOCH poJ MHCTHUTYIIHS, KOSTO YCIEIIHO 3aMeCTBa JIMIcaTa Ha JACHCTBUTENTHA OlepaTHBHA
KpuTHKa gHec. Possita Ha KpuTHKaTa, 3HaeM, HE € caMo Jia OIICHSIBa, HUTO CaMO JIa KaTeropu-
3upa. Omle nmo-TpyaHata U (pyHKIHMS € Ja CpaBHHU, ChIPEeKUBsSBaiku. M ako 3a mbpBOTO ce
M3HUCKBa €pYyIUIlMs, ChOTBETCTBAIlA HA CPAaBHUMOTO, 32 BTOPOTO € HEOOXO0JIMMa OpraHWYHa
JMYHA CEH3UTHBHOCT, 3a J]a HallpaBH HAJIMYHOTO MMO3HaBaeMo. ToBa Bede HU MO/ICKa3Ba, 4e ako
WH()OPMATUBHOTO € BOJCHIMAT IUIaH HA TEKCTA, TO XY/I0)KECTBEHO-MIIFO3UBHOTO HUKAK HE MY €
qy»J710. B TO3u cMUCHI cbBCEM He € cilydaitHo, ye ['eopru [{aHKoB MUCIIM TEKCTOBETE CH KaTO
ecera.

Tyk ce cpemiame He TPOCTO C aBTOP, KOUTO CHOJIENs] MHEHUATA CH 32 Ta3U U OHA3U KHHU-
ra, KakTo € HOpMaJTHO 3a TIPeTJieAnTe B KaKBaTO M XaHpoBa ¢opMa J1a ca moaHecenu. Hampo-
TUB, UMaMe paboTa ¢ YOBEK, KONTO ce M3MOBSI/IBA, IOMYCKa HU 10 BETPEIIHOTO CH ChAbPIKAHUE.
[Ile cu mo3BoJs U a3 e1HO MO00HO Ha [ eOpruIlaHKOBUTE TOPHU NMPU3HAHUA. AKO HEIIO ChbM
npunoOun B cOOCTBEHATa CH JIUTEepaTypHa MPaKTHKA, TOBA € YOSKICHHETO, Ye JInTeparypara,
3a a ObIe IuTeparypa, Mpeard BCUUIKO TpsOBa Ja uirpaxaa obpasu. Hamuuuero Ha 00pa3 B
eIMH €CEUCTUKO-aHATTUTHYEH TEKCT € CHJIeH OOHYC KbM WHAUYE SICHATa MY YKaHPOBa OIpe/erie-
HOCT. [IpuchcTBHETO MY TIpeopMyIHpa )KaHpa U OPUEHTHPA YUTATENS J1a TIPO3pe CUMOMo3aTa
MEXIy M3KYCTBOTO M HaykaTa. TakaBa cMMOMO3a BIKIaM B TekcToBeTe Ha ['eopru LlankoB.
TakbB poJl TEKCTOBE B HEAAIEYHOTO MUHAJIO Y HAc ch3naBaxa Tonudo JKeues, 3npasko [leTpos,
B 110-0113K0 Bpeme u 10 aaec Ceetnio3ap Wros, a B CHITHO MHAMBUAYAIU3UpaH BU U [[BeTan
CrosinoB. Ho, HaimumeTo Ha Oene3un Ha CPOTHOCT MEXY THIIA Ha CBOOOIHHS €CEHUCTHKO-KPH-
TUYEH U3Ka3 B nmucaHeTo Ha [[aHKoB, He TpsOBa Ja ce mpueMa KaTo OTKa3 OT COOCTBEHUS MY
CTHJI Ha EPYAUTCKO MHUCaHE.
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,,Kpbrozopure* HampoTHUB, ca 3peivs IJIOJ Ha Ta3U CIOAeNeHOCT. TyK epyAuTCKOTO
MO3HAHKUE PS3KO MHHABA BbB BTOPHS IUJIaH, @ B 3aMsHA, YOBEIIKOTO MPUCHCTBUE MPEBPHIIA
KHHUTaTa B YETUBO OT XYA0XKECTBEH THUII, B KOETO HE (haKThT, a 00pa3bT € BOACII. 3a MEH HsMa
MO-CUTYpPEH 3HAaK 3a TOBa, 4€ €IHO YETHUBO IIpepacTBa B JIUTEpATypa, OT MOsABaTa Ha 00pa3 B
HETOo.

I'eopru lankoB, B Xx07a Ha TOBECTBOBAHUETO, OTHAYAJIO MHIIUJIEHTHO, KaTO Y€ JIU 3a J1a
ro MpeBbPHE B MEPUOIUYHO, U3MOJI3BA TaKUBa Mpexoau. ['oBops 3a oHes3u (PpparMeHTH 1 1a
U HapeKa WIM enu30au?) Ha JIMYHO, WIK OIIe MO-TOYHO, Ha JTUYHOCTHO MPUCHCTBUE, YUSTO
[IeHa HE Cce U3MepBa B €pyIUTCKO MO3HAHKE, a B MPEKUBSHOCT U criojieneHocT. Eto enqun npu-
MEp 3a TOBA, KaK CIIOHTAHHO C€ CIIy4Ba TO3U IIPEXOJ:

,»B MO )KMBOT Ha JIUTEPATOP HAH-MHOTO M Hal-BIbXHOBEHO CbM INucal 3a Hukomaii
Kbnues, 3a Kupun Kaguiicku, 3a IBan MetonueB u 3a Anexkcanabp ToMoB.

Tyk, cTpyBa MU ce, CTaBa Be4€ BB3MOXHO Ja M3pa3si OHA3M UJes, KOSITO c€ MOPOAU B Cbh3-
HAHUETO MU, JOKAaTO YeTIX KHHUraTa U OCTaHa TaMm, clie]l KaTo sl NpuBbpiinxX. Ts € onuT aa
oOxBaHa TananTa Ha ['eopru L{aHkoB, ako He KaTo 15710, TO MOHE KaTO U3pa3 Ha OHA3M YacT B
HET0, KOSITO MU C€ NpPEJCTaBs KaTo HEroBa MHCHs B Obirapckara Kyiurypa. Toid, KakTo e
U3BECTHO, € MPEeBOJIa4 OT (PPEHCKU, HO HAl-BEPOSATHO MAJIIMHA 3HAST, Y€ MIOBEYE OT TOBA € U
IpeBoJayd OT OBIATrapcKu, U — 3a Obyirapu. Pa3kpuBa ce U B HACTOSIIMS TOM, B CbBKYITHOCTTA Ha
TekcToBeTe. Oxpabpux ce Aa MHCIS Taka HE caMo MOAOYXIaH OT COOCTBEHOTO CH Mpe-
YyBCTBHE, HO M OT HErO caMus B Ipolieca Ha yeTeHero. ['eopru LlankoB HuU npeanara c npejaen-
Ha UCKPEHOCT TOBA, KOETO € IsIaTa UCTHHA 32 HETOBUTE ThH HapU4aHW npersienud. ETo kak
3By4H Oe3anenanuoHHaTa My OTKPUTOCT:

,laKka WM WHa4ye, HABJIHO OCh3HABaM, Y€ HE TNHUIIa OOMKHOBEHa JIUTEpaTypHa
KpuTHka. OnuTBaM ce Ja u3pass cede CH upe3 OHOBa, KOeTo ¢bM Ipouen. M ToBa 3a
MeHe € — 0e3 U3JIMIIHA NaTeTuKa! — BhIIPOC Ha )KUBOT U CMBPT.

Cren neceTuiieTus )KUBOT B JIUTEpaTyparta, TpsOBa Jja CH MPU3Hasl, Ue HEe TI03HABaM JPyT
aBTOP OT CbBPEMEHHHUIIUTE CH, KOWTO TaKa YCHEIIHO J1a € OTroBapsj Ha Ta3u He0OXO0AUMOCT Ha
HOpMaJTHUS JTUTEpaTypeH nporec. Omie mo-BaKHOTO €, 4 TOH He ce W3KUBSBA CaMO B MO3H-
[USTa Ha MTOCPE/IHUK, & UMa CBOE €CTETUYECKO BEPYIO, KOETO ce 0azupa He BbPXY MAJIKO WM
MHOTO ITOCTHTHaTa cBO0O/1a Ha CJIOBOTO, a BPXY CBOOO/1aTa HAa CIIOBOTO KAaToO YCIOBHUE
Ha KOHCTPYKTHMBHATa IpaJUBHOCT Ha JMUTeparypaTa. ToBa Bedye HE O3HA4yaBa HUILO JPYTO,
OCBEH COOCTBEHOTO MY NPUCHCTBUE TaM.

3npaBe u ycnex, Iparu ['eopru B 1e10TO Ha TBOS AKHUBOT!
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